Appl.No.: 10/826,765 

Amdt. dated 09/25/2006 

Reply to Office Action of 05/30/2006 

Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A media supply apparatus for maintaining a transfer ribbon 
comprising: 

a spool; 

a transfer ribbon defining first and second distal ends and being at least partially wound 
on the spool; and 

a wireless device disposed on said transfer ribbon, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to at least transmit the data stored in the 
memory to a remote location 

wherein said transfer ribbon is wound on the spool such that the first end is disposed 
radially inward of a plurality of wound layers of said transfer ribbon and the second end is 
disposed radially outward of the plurality of wound layers of said transfer ribbon, said wireless 
device being disposed on said transfer ribbon proximate to the first end and in contact with the 
spool such that said wireless device is disposed between the spool and the plurality of wound 
layers of said transfer ribbon . 

Claims 2-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein said transfer ribbon is a 
dye carrier with at least one thermal transfer dye disposed thereon. 

5. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein said wireless device is 
programmed with data corresponding to a characteristic of said transfer ribbon. 

6. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1 further comprising a housing 
defining an interior space, the spool being disposed in the interior space of the housing and said 
wireless device being configured to receive a wireless signal transmitted through said housing. 
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7. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said wireless device is 
selected from the group consisting of RFID, optical, capacitive sense element, and magnetic 
sense element. 

8. (Currently amended) An apparatus for supplying a transfer ribbon, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a spool; 

a media of a transfer ribbon, said media defining first and second distal ends , said media 
at least partially wound on the spool ; and 

a first wireless device disposed on said media, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal for 
programming the memory^ 

wherein said spool defines at least one of the group consisting of an outer surface 
defining a recess for at least partially receiving the wireless device, an outer surface defining an 
annular groove for at least partially receiving the wireless device, an aperture extending from an 
outer surface of said spool with said wireless device being configured on said spool to 
communicate through the aperture, and a portion of the spool configured to be deformed such 
that said spool at least partially receives said wireless device . 

9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 wherein an outer 
surface of said spool defines a recess for at least partially receiving the wireless device. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 wherein an outer 
surface of said spool defines an annular groove for at least partially receiving the wireless device. 

12. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 wherein said spool 
defines a bore extending at least partially therethrough and an aperture extending from an outer 
surface of said spool to the bore, said wireless device being configured on said spool such that 
said wireless device can communicate through the aperture. 



3 of 14 



Appl.No.: 10/826,765 

Amdt. dated 09/25/2006 

Reply to Office Action of 05/30/2006 

1 3 . (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 wherein a portion 
of the spool is configured to be deformed such that said spool at least partially receives said 
wireless device. 

14. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 further comprising 
a housing defining an interior space, said spool being disposed in the interior space of said 
housing and said wireless device being configured to receive a wireless signal transmitted 
through said housing. 

15. (Currently amended) An apparatus according to Claim [[9]] 8 further comprising 
a second wireless device mounted to said spool and having a memory configured to store data 
and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal for programming the memory of 
said second wireless device. 

16. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 wherein said media is disposed in a 
wound configuration such that the first end is disposed radially inward of a plurality of wound 
layers of said media and the second end is disposed radially outward of the plurality of wound 
layers of said media, said wireless device being disposed on said media proximate to the first 
end. 

17. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 wherein said media is disposed in a 
wound configuration such that the first end is disposed radially inward of a plurality of wound 
layers of said media and the second end is disposed radially outward of the plurality of wound 
layers of said media, said wireless device being disposed on said media proximate to the second 
end. 

18. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 further comprising a structure and 
first and second spools rotatably mounted to said structure, said media being at least partially 
wound on said first spool and configured to be transferred therefrom to said second spool. 
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19. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 wherein said wireless device is 
programmed with data corresponding to a characteristic of said media. 

20. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 further comprising an overlay 
adhered to said media with said wireless device disposed between said overlay and said media, 
wherein said overlay is a label with indicia thereon. 

21 . (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8, wherein said media includes 
multiple plies and said wireless device is located between two of the plies of said media. 

22. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 wherein said wireless device is a 
radio frequency identification device configured to receive data via a radio frequency signal. 

23. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8, wherein said wireless device is 
selected from the group consisting of RFID, optical, capacitive sense element, and magnetic 
sense element. 

24. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 8 further comprising a second 
wireless device, said wireless device having a memory configured to store data and an antenna 
configured to receive a radio frequency signal for programming the memory. 

25. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 24 wherein said first and second 
wireless devices are configured to receive radio frequency signals from transceivers at different 
locations. 

26. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 24 wherein said first and second 
wireless devices are configured to store different data. 

Claims 27-51. (Canceled) 

52. (New) A media supply apparatus for maintaining a transfer ribbon comprising: 
a spool; 
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a transfer ribbon defining first and second distal ends and being at least partially wound 
on the spool; 

a wireless device disposed on said transfer ribbon, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to at least transmit the data stored in the 
memory to a remote location; and 

a housing defining an interior space, the spool being disposed in the interior space of the 
housing and said wireless device being configured to receive a wireless signal transmitted 
through said housing. 

53. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 52 wherein said transfer ribbon is a dye 
carrier with at least one thermal transfer dye disposed thereon. 

54. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 52 wherein said wireless device is 
programmed with data corresponding to a characteristic of said transfer ribbon. 

55. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 52 wherein said wireless device is 
selected from the group consisting of RFID, optical, capacitive sense element, and magnetic 
sense element. 

56. (New) An apparatus for supplying a transfer ribbon, the apparatus comprising: 
a printer cartridge having integral first and second spools rotatably mounted thereto; 

a media of a transfer ribbon at least partially wound on said first spool, said media 
defining first and second distal ends and configured to be transferred from said first spool to said 
second spool; and 

a first wireless device disposed on said media, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal for 
programming the memory. 

57. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein an outer surface of said spool 
defines a recess for at least partially receiving the wireless device. 
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58. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein an outer surface of said spool 
defines an annular groove for at least partially receiving the wireless device. 

59. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said spool defines a bore 
extending at least partially therethrough and an aperture extending from an outer surface of said 
spool to the bore, said wireless device being configured on said spool such that said wireless 
device can communicate through the aperture. 

60. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein a portion of the spool is 
configured to be deformed such that said spool at least partially receives said wireless device. 

61 . (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 further comprising a housing defining 
an interior space, said spool being disposed in the interior space of said housing and said wireless 
device being configured to receive a wireless signal transmitted through said housing. 

62. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 further comprising a second wireless 
device mounted to said spool and having a memory configured to store data and an antenna 
configured to receive a radio frequency signal for programming the memory of said second 
wireless device. 

63. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said media is disposed in a 
wound configuration such that the first end is disposed radially inward of a plurality of wound 
layers of said media and the second end is disposed radially outward of the plurality of wound 
layers of said media, said wireless device being disposed on said media proximate to the first 
end. 

64. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said media is disposed in a 
wound configuration such that the first end is disposed radially inward of a plurality of wound 
layers of said media and the second end is disposed radially outward of the plurality of wound 
layers of said media, said wireless device being disposed on said media proximate to the second 
end. 
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65. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said wireless device is 
programmed with data corresponding to a characteristic of said media. 

66. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56, further comprising an overlay 
adhered to said media with said wireless device disposed between said overlay and said media, 
wherein said overlay is a label with indicia thereon. 

67. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said media includes multiple 
plies and said wireless device is located between two of the plies of said media. 

68. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said wireless device is a radio 
frequency identification device configured to receive data via a radio frequency signal. 

69. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56 wherein said wireless device is 
selected from the group consisting of RFID, optical, capacitive sense element, and magnetic 
sense element. 

70. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 56, further comprising a second wireless 
device, said wireless device having a memory configured to store data and an antenna configured 
to receive a radio frequency signal for programming the memory. 

71 . (New) An apparatus according to Claim 70 wherein said first and second wireless 
devices are configured to receive radio frequency signals from transceivers at different locations. 

72. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 70 wherein said first and second wireless 
devices are configured to store different data. 

73. (New) An apparatus for supplying a transfer ribbon, the apparatus comprising: 
a media of a transfer ribbon, said media defining first and second distal ends; and 

a first wireless device disposed on said media, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal for 
programming the memory; and 
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an overlay adhered to said media with said wireless device disposed between said overlay 
and said media, wherein said overlay is a label with indicia thereon. 

74. (New) An apparatus for supplying a transfer ribbon, the apparatus comprising: 
a media of a transfer ribbon, said media defining first and second distal ends; and 

a first wireless device disposed on said media, said wireless device having a memory 
configured to store data and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal for 
programming the memory, 

wherein said media includes multiple plies and said wireless device is located between 
two of the plies of said media. 

75. (New) An apparatus for supplying a transfer ribbon, the apparatus comprising: 
a media of a transfer ribbon, said media defining first and second distal ends; 

first and second wireless devices disposed on said media, each wireless device having a 
memory configured to store data and an antenna configured to receive a radio frequency signal 
for programming the memory, 

wherein said first and second wireless devices are configured to perform at least one of 
the group consisting of said first and second wireless devices receiving radio frequency signals 
from transceivers at first and second different locations, respectively, and said first and second 
wireless devices storing first and second different data, respectively. 

76. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 75 wherein said first and second wireless 
devices are configured to receive radio frequency signals from transceivers at different locations. 

77. (New) An apparatus according to Claim 75 wherein said first and second wireless 
devices are configured to store different data. 
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